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THE TARIFF AND THE FARMERS.

Letier to n Farmer of Ohle.
From The Plough, the Loom and the Asvil

Dzar Sin: You ssk me what are the
f od

pects for the farmer. You are dncnuru:
:;:h prosent low price of wheat, and deaire to

&sow if there is apy remedy in prospect, 1f thero |

ispot, you are, as you say, dispused to sall your
farm, and follow the example of your neighbors, in
emigrating to Califsrmia or Oregon,
That such should be your stats of feeling doos
pot suprise me. Vou are dissppointed in your
sanguine calculations ns to the results which
woere to follow the adoption of the system known
in Manohester and Birmingham by the name of
free trade, and which looks to compelling the l'ar
mers srd planters of the woild to sell all their
products in one market, and to buy all their cloth
and their iron in that same market, kept by the

men who teach this British free trade, Twenty |

years since, as | well recollect, you had a strong
belief in the advantage that must result to the
farmer from bringing the loom and the anvil to
take their natural places by the side of the plow
and the harrow; but then, as you will well recol-
lect, protection to the American farmer and la-
borer constituted a part of the Democratic creed,
while old-fashioned Federaliam repudiated the

jden that gpindles and looms might be as advanta- |
geous to & pation as wagons and ships. It was |
then no hereay to believe with JEFFERSON that |

the time had arrived when we must place the

manufacturer by the side of the agriculturist; nor |

with Matisox, that it was not only constitution-
al, but expedient, to protect the farmer and the
planter in their efforts to draw around them con-
sumers of their products; nor with JAcksox, that
it was greatly to the intereat of farmers and plant-
ers thata larger portion of our population should
be enabled to devote themsslves to the production
of iron and of cloth, and a smaller ons be required
to give themselves to the production of food and
raw materials, thus biinging the consumer to the
side of the producer. You then thought with
Avam Ssitw, that the natural place for the arti-
san was in the neighborhood of the producer of
the food and the wool ; whare both were chenp,
and where he might have abundant supplies of
food in exchuoge for the labur employed in con-
verting the wool into cloth, and thas ficting it for
cheap transportation to dietant markets. In a
piece of cloth, said Smith, there are muny hun-
dred weights of fuod and wool; and a system
whicli looked to compeiling tha farmer to export
his products in their original forms he regarded
as being ** a mani‘est violation of the most sacred
rights of mankind.” So you,too, regarded it; and
therefure it wns that you so fully agreed with
Jackson, that we had been “ too long subject to
the policy of British merchants,” and that the
day had arrived when we should convert our food
and the other raw materials that so much abound
into comiodities that could be chenply carried to
any merket of the world, instead of permitting
oureelves to be compelled to perform ell our trade
with the world through the medium of the looma
snd the shops of England. Since that day, how-
ever, “a chinnge has come over the face of the
dream " of many of eur politicians, and Manches-
ter froe trade has taken the place of protection to
the American farmer and laborer ; the former be-
ing now regurded as highly Democratic, and tha
Jatter as little better than eld-fashioned Federal-
ism; and yet, il we examine the records of the
Hartford Convention, we shall find there the same
admiration for ships and foreizn trade, and the
same dislike for all attempta to lunit the neceasity
for depending on distant markets, now manifested
by the men of the modern Democratic school.
T'imes change, and men change with them; and so
it is with parties. The Democracy of tu-day
stands on ground directly opposed to that on
which stood the one of thirty years since.

Strong as were your convictions that you and
your brother farmers wers to be benefited by pro-
tection, you were yet great Iy davzled by the idea
of the total removal of restrictions on trade ; and
that you should have been so isnot n»:l,rm:rr;_lil.lmﬂrl
for there is certainly something pleasant in the
idea of universal peace and universal freedom of
interconree. At length came the repeal of the
English corn-lawa, regarded universally an a boon
to the food-producers of the world, ‘who were to
inundate the English market with their pmduc_tl,
and to luve higher prices the groater the qu:llnhty
they sent, Our oanexports of * brendstuifs and
provisions’ wers, as Mr. Walker g0 confidently
assured us, to rival in amount those of cotton,
¢ great even as those were dostined to be under a
system of low duties” on fureign fabrics. Our
high duties had, he told us, closed the markets of
Europe sgainst our food, and to such an extent
that nothing short of a famine could open them ;
but now, by freely adnutting the manufactures of
Eovgland and of Europe, we were to be erubled
to feed “the starving nillions” of the eastern
hemiephere, whose demands were to absorb the
whole of the vast “surplus’’ for which we then
needed a market ; and the extent of that surplus
was, we were assured, no leas than four hundred
millions of buskels. Absurd as such statements now
appear, timy were then put forth with the utmost
gavity through the medium of Patent-Office Re-
ports, which constituted, as we may suppose, the
basis upor which rested the still more absurd eal-

culations i=<ned from the Treasury in relation to
the foreizn trade, in accordance with which our
exports of foud, cotton, tobaceo, &e., ware to in-
crease at the rate of almost ity per cent. per an-

anm, as follows :

In 1545 thay were axpacted 1o reach. . 8022895150
In 1549 they wore expected to rench. ., Juf (00 (g
fn 1550 they were expected o reach... 455,435,004

In the present year hey would be bound, agreea- |

bly to this estimate, to reach a thousand and Gfty
millions ; almost one-half of which would consist
of breadstufls and provisions. How far these an-
ticipations have been realized will be seen by an ex-
amipation of the following figures exhubiting the
export of food :

1o 1846.7...... 862,000,000 In 1840-30.....§26,371,0 |
21,145,000 |

1847-8, ... .0 37,724,000 | ER BT
1545V 000es 38,700,000,

Instead of increasing at the rate of filty per
cent. every year, it bas declined to less than one-
third of the mwount at which it stoad five years
since, notwithstanding & growth of population
amounting to at least four millions.

Nor is this all. There is a portion of the world
that we are bound, to a certain extent, to supply
with food, snd that trade has little, very listle to
do with the question of p biou.
ing €uba and Hrazil we have advantages resulting
from proximity that enable us to conpeta advan.
tageously with all other parta of the world, and
therefore it is. that that trade continues #o steady
in amount us compared with that which we main-

tained with the “great graia market of the |

world,” in which we exchange mw products for
manufsctured ones, asis here shown :

. 14 100,000
. 138014,000

The trade with Great Britain is anartificial ons,

and therefors it is that it is subject to so great |

variation. The other is a natural one, and there-
fore it ia that it ia so steady.

The last year was one of remarkable failure in
the crope of Central Europe, and famina prevailed
there te an extent that was most deplorable, aad

to buy from us, as is shown in the following state-

| meniptions of food, the product of the graia-grow-

ing States, sent to the Continent :

rerseeeenne.. 853044 Todinn Comn.......810,850
425 Rye-mesl.......... LI100

1) 6l Rys, Oata, &c...... 11908
777 Polatoes n

FIOW aversnsanssse 3008| ADPIOS cremrareeens 183

Total....vueensessnncncsisnne - $127,673

Recollect, 1 beg of you, that thesa are the total
exports of food to France, which supplies us with
millicns upon millions of dollars’ worth of silks
and other articles that could be made at home by
people who would consume home-grown food—
that they include those to Belgium and Germany,
who inundate us with foreign wool and food in the
form of cloth—those to Russia, in whose favor we
have almost destroyed the growth of hemp in the
West—and those toSpain, in whese favor we have
| 80 far reduced the production of lead, that the to-
tal exports of the West via New Orleans have
fallen from 800,000 pigs in 1816, to less than 300,
000 in the year just closed—and them answer for
yourself what are the causes of the decline of
wheat of which you now complain. Isit notclear,
that if we raised our own wool, and made our own
cloth, and grew our own hemp, and mined our own
lead, that our cloth-makers, and hemp-growers,
und lead-miners would be consumers of food, in-
| stead of being producers of it?7 1f our policy
| ten ed now to make them so, instead of tending,
a8 it does, to drive our whole population into the
raising of food, should we not thereby be carrying
out the views you once so much admired when
| they came from the pen of General Juackson?
Compare this table, I pray you, with the magnif-
| icent promises of Mr. Walker—and then recollect
that this is the demand upon us for the supply of
the whole continent of Europe at a period of posi-
tive famine—after which determine for yoursell
what are the prospects of the farmer for future
years, when crops shall be abundent. The truth
is, that there is really no foreign market for our
food worthy of notice, except that natural one
which consiets in supplying countries whose cli-
mate unfits them for growing wheat or corn.
Russia and Germany, Spain and Portagal, Franee
and Italy have food to sell; and it would be as ju-
dicious to look to Pittssurgh or Mauch Chunk for
a market for cosl, as to any country in Continen-
tal Europe for a market for our food ; and yet it is
there that we find * the starving millions™ that
Mr. Walker was to leed with our vast * surplus.”
England is the only food-importing country of Eu-
rope to which we have any exports that canin the
smallest degree affeet prices; and you have seen
how steadily and regularly the amouat is dedlin-
ing, that of 1850-51 having been only eight mil-
lions of dollars, whereas that of 1848-11, long
pubsequent to the Irish fumine, was about twenty-
four millions. The first threa quarters of the st
fiscal year give about £5,700,000, us the exports to
her at a period of famine in gome of the most im-
portant countries from which she hna been nccus-
tomed to obtain supplies of fuod ; and even this
small amount of trade we should not have had but
for the very low prices of wheat and of flour among
ourselves during the past year.

The former is now eellinz in New- York at nbout
00 cents a bushel, and the Iatter at about $1e
barrel, and yet there is no export demand, nor can
there be while America® flour eells in Eogland at
from 18e, to 20w, {’l 92 to " 86) n barrel ; and
there is far more chance fur a fall than for any
permanent vise in European prices, What the
manufacturers of Birmingham and Manchester
desire i8 cheap food, and to obtain it they have
opened the markets of Eogland to all the world
at all times, the effect of which has been to reduce
the price of wheat to 3ts. or 40s. n quarter, or
from 70 cents to $1 per bushel of G0 Ibe. ; and now
the landholders are everywhers exerting them-

Bacl .
Buter and Cerese,,

For sapply- |

selves to meet the reduction of prices by increas-
ing the production, while the population is dimin-
irhiny in sctual quantity. Examine The T'imes,
T'he Ecenomist, The Manckester Guardian, or
almost any of the free trade papers, and you will
find accounts of extraordinary improvements in
the modes of cultivation, by means of thorough
drainage and the application of the most fartili-
zing manurea, What is sought to be accom-
plished is a reduction in the price of food ) and
The Times newspaper now sssures its readers,
that so great have been the improvements in the
past five yeara, there need in future be but little
anxiety felt in regard to the character of the
eeseons, the farmers of England having almost
placed themselves out of the reach of danger
from any such changes ; and if this be the case,
it is clear that you have but little to hope for in
the future, The population of England has cer-
tainly rensed to increase, and us certainly she is
rupidly improving her agriculture, 80 us to supply
herselfl with food. Our population is incrensing
| at the rate of & milliona year, and we are driving
the whole increase into agriculture, with a view
te supply ' the great food market of the world ;"
and if this course of operaticn do not lead to a
| general and great reduction’in the price of fvod,
| it will be one of the most remarkable facts of
modern times,

One of the reasons for adopting the Manchester
system of free trade was found in the fact that
Ergland had repealed her corn laws, and yet that
was precisely the reason why we should more per-
| tinaciously have insisted on pursuing a policy
tendivg to make a warket on the land for the pro-
ducts of the land, 20 lopg as the admission of
grain into England was ovly occasional, and prices
varied greatly from one year to another, our farm-
ers were in the position of the speculator who
| has control of the telegraph. We had fast 8*
on the ocean, and railroade at home, aod were
always ready to avail ourselves of the changes
that might take place; while the people of the
Contivent, always elow in their movements, were
| not. Now, however, the market is always open
| and there is & steady stream of food pouring into
England, and the fast 1hip or nation and the slow
one are on a dead level with each other—Russia
having every advantage thatis enjoyed by our-
selves. The consequence of this has been, that
while prices have risen in Germany, Poland and
| Russia, they have fallen here, and while they are
| daily mcquiring means for the making of roads, we
are forced to go abroad to borrow them. Every
day tends to put them more and more on a level
with us, and tends to render it more and more im-
poasible that we should supply any part of Eu-
| rope with food, except at lower prices than we yet
hare scen, low as they have been in the last
year, our w hole export to England since the first
of September last, now neariy 12 months, is but
about nine mullions of bushels, as Hilows: Flour,
1,320,503 barrels ; wheat, 2,471,543 bushels ; corn,
1,442,052 bushels ; and yet it is for such & market
as this that we have exchanged tha domestic one
0 ropicly increasing under the tariff of 1842,

You will ask, “ What is the remedy for a state
of things so very ruinous to the farmer 1" For
an answer to this question, 1 would beg you to
refer to the old-fashioned democracy of Jeflerson,
Madison and Jackson, which taught, that o the
farmer would prosper, he must bring the consum-
ers to his side, and thas make a market on the
land for its products. You will say, howerver,
that our “surplus” is great, and that we must
coutisne a food-exporting country; and yet it
weuld require but a very littls examination to sa-
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{ an aseertion. The whole market of Englind has

ment of exports for the first three qnartars of the | taken in the last year, almost one of fumine in
| fiacol year 1851-52, in which are included all de- | Germany, only nine millions of bushels; and if

yet “the starving millivus” were quite unable | tisfy you how great e fallacy is involved in such [

we estimate the avernge yield of labor atonly |

S0 bushels of whaat or cern, the absorption by
that market is equal to the product of 18,00
men. Now, in the last five years we have dricen

into sgriculture at least a wiilion of men, one- |

balf of whom would have been Letter pleased to
engage themselves in some other pursuit, as they

would have done had our policy looked to the |

building of mills and furnaces, and the opening
of mines instead of the closing of them. Oae

hundred thousand men withdeawn from agrical- |

ture would Lave made a diminution in the num-
ber of producers far exceeding the number re-
quired for the production of our whole export of
food to all parts of the world ; and ene huadred
thousand added to the pomber of consumers
would have made a demand fifty times greater
than thst which is furnished you by the whole
people of the continent of Europe, who now fur-
pish as with wool, hemp, lead, cloth, silks, and
other commodities, to the annual extent of fifty
milliona of dollars.

Our export of farm produce to all the world
does not amount to 1] per cent. of the crop. Now,
if we have already a market for 98} per cent., is it
not clear that if we adopted Gen. Jackson's idea,
and allowed a larger portion of our population o
go into other pursuits, we could speedily make 8
market for the remaining one and a half per cent.,
fir t by diminishing the prodacers, and next by ie-
cr*asing the coprumers and the power of consump-
timofall? Is it not clear even thet we might
redily make a market for food to such an extent
as would make it profitable to import it from Can-
ada for domestic consumption, and would not our
domentic prices then be higher than those abroad
by the whole cost of transportation 7 If you have
any doubts of this, let me ask you to refiect on
the following facts :—In 1842, we produced about
200,000 tuna of iron, not a tun of which could be
made into railroad iron, for we had no machinery
for the purposs. In 1846, we made, as stated by
Secretary Walker, 850,000 tuns, seventy or eighty
thousand tuns of which were cooverted into
railroad bars.~ Now, if we value this additional
650,000 tune, in its various forma of nails, axes,
spikes, stoves, railroad bars, &c., &c., at an aver-
nge of $100 per ton, we have a value of sixty -five
willions of dollars, to be given in exchange for
tood and clothing of the persons employed in
building furnaces and mills, in opening mines and
digging ore, in emelting the ore, and in the thou-
sand operations required for bringing the iron into
the forms fitting it for consumption. Again, in
18412 we converted into cloth 265,000 bales of cot-
ton, nnd five yeara after the quantity had almost

doubled, while the domestic consumption of wool |
| population; and the foreign market, inazead of

had risen from 55 to B0 millions of pounds, and the
additional value given by labor to this additional
cotton and wool may safely be placed at thirty
milliops of dollars, all of which went to pay for
the food and clothing and house-room of laborers
ewployed ia the various operations connested
with the manfucture, from the building of the mili
and the construction of the engine to the finish-
ing of the cloth. In 184} we mined 1,100,000 tuns
of conl, worth at market from four to five millions
of dollars; but in 1847 it had risen to three millions
of tuns, worty at market twelve millions; and
every dollar of this went, in one way or another,
to the purchase of the fruits of the earth. Aguin,
in 1842 the West sent to market 470,000 pigs of
lead. In 1246 it had reached 800,000; and here
we have an additional market for food to the ex-
tent of the value of thess 330,000 pigs. 1n 1311-2
Kentucky sent to market 1211 bales of hamp.
In 1846-7 it had reached G0,000 bales, Now it is
quite clear that the people who made this iron
and cloth, and those who mined this cosl, and
mined and smelted this lead, and raised this hemp,
would have been compelled to raise fuod for them-
selves and for sale, if they could not have employed
themeelves in mills ana fyrnaces, mines and hemp-
fielde ; and equally clesr is it that they furnished
a market greater than tnat which had existed in
1842 fur the products of the earth, to the extent
of at least one hundred millions of dollars, or four
times more than we now export to all the world,

At the date of the puesaga of the tariff of 1812
we made little iron or cloth, Mills and furnaces
were everywhere closed ; the making of roads was
suspended ; banks, corporations and States ware
bankrupt ; and the General Governiment was seak-
ing in vain to obtain in London, I'aris, or Amater-
dam, aloan of a few millions to defray our ex-
penses in a period of profound peace. We had
closed the mills and furnaces in the hope to obtain
a market ebroad, and the sort of market we did
obtain may, be seen from the following statement
of our export of the products of the grain-growing
States for 1841.2:

Exports of Qoantity. Val
o OLOS3 gaFe 0N
2,850 I, 159
217 458 916,610
barrels. 1,232 02 7,475,356
esssssmes.Dushels,, 600308 315,150
Corn Mraleeues.uoa. barrels,. 109,110 617817
Rye Meal......coce...barrals.. 4,190 124,304
Horses, Mules, Biscults, &s..... WA

Total ...ovesanacassnsnnssnnsnnassnas Bl 565,007
Recollect, | pray you, that this was the market
afforded by all the world for the food produced in
the six New-Engluad States, New-York, New-
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir-
givia, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois, Michigea
and Miseouri—eighteen in all ; so that the foreiga
market, under a sy stem of merely revenus dusties,
amounted to §200,000 per State, or about 75 cents
per head. Five years afterward, under the tarif
of 1812, we had created a domestic market for food
amounti. ‘ot leas than one hundred millions
set we exported almost twice as

much, as is here shown :

18138,
Faport of EEALE Vilua

Boof and Fork, tuns....ueees 700000 5,28 042
Butter sod Chosee,tuns...... 6,05 1,063,047
Wkeeat, bushals.............1,613795 1,681,970
Flour, barrels...... ......... 2280 475 11,6068 Gl
Corp, bushels......cueens... 1,836,063 1,186, 66
Corn-meal, barrels......... . 2T 3,081
Rye-meal barrels........... 38, 139 110
Horees, Mules, Bsculs, &o... 1,556, 7

Total...o.ciniinnansersnnnnnsnnnnses §21, 508,478
Recollect, if you please, that up to this date
there had been no eign of potato-ret, no sign of
Irish famine, and then remark that the export hed
increased seventy per cent., and this, too, under 8
sy stem of protection that was, as we are told, te
destroy our commerce with ths world. In the
face of crops unezampled in the history of the
country, pork snd beef had risen from $71 to $59
per tun ; butter and cheess had trebled ia quas-
tity, and risen in price from §$172 to §175; corm
lad risen from 57§ to Gle., and cora-meal from §3
to §3 20 ; whils wheat, which had almost doubled
in quantity in this briefl period, fell from §1 12te
$1 01 ; and flour from $0 to §5 09,

As yet, however, the country was but begim-
vivg to recover fiom the calamities of the period
of 1811--2. 1t had required a long period to g=t
into operation the old mills, firnaces, and mines.
closed in 1817 and still more time was neadad tc
bring sbout the state of things required to pro-
mote the buildiog or opening of new ones ; udlf
we desired to ascertain the real effect of the tarif
of 1342, we should seek it in 1847, o eveg 1348
for up to this latter year the tariffof 1816 remaia-
ed almost entrely inoperative.

Bide by side with the last year of the tariff of
1842, [ now place the last year of the tarifl of

1846, under which the demand for food to “ faed [ cebts lees than in Philadelphia or New.York.
the hungry” of Esrope was to rise to hundreds = You paid the cost of transportation then and now

of millicns of (ollars, with great augmentation of |

prices :
1515-*18, 1830-"51. |
Prport of annti Valse Quastty,  Valua
Boal ncd Pory. tass.. .? n ?; §5 e &0 go W et
Buttar ard Chosse + T 0T LI
I MATES (S TS L0 TN | TR
BEmL TS (Lol LT ) !
[ S SR WL FE R sl
TaTa  PEM BESR
A0 1w "'

T000he s rmncan svanss sonses $34, 500455 (AT
‘Bnl and pork here have decreased in quaatity,
with a trivial incrense of price; butter and cheesa

youprofit by the saving in the cost. That admit-
ted, let vs Bee why it is that it is higher now in
feew-York than in Ohig, Ciearlr, bacause gou
hare paid for earrying it ts market. Agnin, why

| isit that it is higher in Liverpool than in New-

rying it thers, If it could be transported to Lir-
erpool without cost, vou would obtaia the whole
of the price at whichit sold, minus commission ;
but a8 it cannot, you puy the cost of trassporta-

|
|
York? Asclearly bucuuse you have paid for car- |
|

| tion. That understood, [ would now ask you what

bave increased sizty per csnt. in quantity, while ;

the total vulue has grown sie per cent.; wheat has
diminished in both quaniity and price; four has
fallen off in quantity, and pr ce has fallen to $4 75,
The yet more valusble articles of export hava de-
clined more than one-half; while cora—the corn.
that showld have been maunfactured into pork—
has almost doubled, with large diminution of
price; and this has happened under a system that
was to give us a demand for food to the exient of
hundred of millions of dollars,

Recollect now, if you pleass, that from 1842 to
1847 we quadrupled our domestic prodaction of
irom, trebled that of coal, doubled that of cotton
cloth, and added at least one-balf to that of
woolen cloth, to say nothing of vast increase in
the production of wool, hemp, lead, and the thou-
sand other commodities that before we had im-
ported, and then remark that although we had
then made a domestic market nmounting *o more
than & hundred millions of dollars, wa exportad ia
1845-6 abont twice as much food as we had dose
m 1841-2, when our mills and fiirnsces sere closed,
Next [ would beg you to remark, that for the last
four years we have built neither furmaces nor mills,
but that we have closed hundreds of old ones;
and that a large proportion of them has heen sold
out by the sherifl, a epecimen of who=e opemtions
for the present year is giver ia the fullowing par-
agruph, which meets my eye whie enzaged in
writing this letter :

F R 1IN PENNSYLYANIA —T7 e Clarion County
Reg vortises sevon eolumos of Sheriff's Sales
sgaln Ameng the properiles 0 be scld under the
bammer will be nine tron furosces, with furnasce pro
arty, makling o all about twenty.thres furpacss sold o
thut County by tha Sherli# wlihia a year. The whole

Industry of Clarton County ls aifacted by these disas
ters, as ls sbown by the fact that aearly all the rest of

:a mr.un'L hr:: sold st this Sberlf's Salo which le
mills, snd fulllng and otber

We hare reduced the production of [ron to less
than half a million of tune, and the consumption
of cotton and of wool has greatly fallan off, while
the lead received at New Orleans haa fallen from
800 (K0 to 300,000 pigs, and the hemp from Ken-
tucky has fallen from 60,000 to 19,000 bales ; and

Register conslats of grist-miils, saw. |

. kets—the pear and the distant.
| producers of food throughout the Union: so long

thus have we diminished the amount of the do- |

mestic market for food at least 6ty millions of
dollars, while adding four or five millivas to our

growing, has largely diminished, Havirg studied
these fucts, you can, as | thiak, have lictde difh-
culty in determining for vourself the cause of the
low price of wheat. Whenever we open a mine,
or build a mill or a furaace, we add to the aumber
ol thoee who are only consumere of food, and
every addition to the number of consumers tends
to raise prices. Whenever we stop the building
of mills, or furnaces, or close old ones, we compel
men to become producers of food, and every ad
dition to the nuniber of producers tends to reduce
prices, Here are plain, sumple propositions, of
the truth of which you are as compateat to judge
as [ am, and if you deem them true, as [ think
you muat, it would seem scarcely possivle that
you should fail to arrive to a correct understand.
ing-of the vrue causes of the dilliculty of which
you and other farmers complain.

It will be said, however, that the farmer shounld
have the choice of murkets, and oot feel himsell
compilled to sell either at home or abroud. Un-
doubtedly he should, and the object of protection
s to secure to him that choice. The Dritish sys-
tem looks to gompelling all the farmers and plant-
ern of the world to bring their surplus prodace to
Dritish ports, that it may be eaten by British
workmen, and the people of Manchester and
Birmipgham have succecded in necomplishing that
object in reference to all tie countrics with which
they have what they call fies trade,  Ireland has
perfuct freedom of trade, as it is called ; sha bay,
consequently, no consumera, and her firmers fiave
go choice but to send everything to rhe one mar-
ket of England ; whereas, il shia made largely of
iron and of cloth, her peopla would have two mar
kets, the home and the foreign, and they could
sell in one or the other, as thoey mught deem it
most to their advantage. India has seen her
manufactures pass gracdually away us British fres
trade has obtained the control uf her movements,
and with each step in that directica she Las ba-
coms more and more dependent on the single
market of Epgland. 8o too with Portugal and
Turkey, both of which have subjected themselves
to Manchester free trade, which consists in allow
ing them but one market in which to sell, and one
in which to buyv. ‘The West Indies were not al-
lowrd even to refine their owa suger, leat they
might have two markete in which to sell or to buy.
So too with Canada and Nova Scotin; they have
po home market, because, under British fres
trade, the consumer cannot take his place by the
side of the producer. Wherever British free trade
prevails, the agriculturist has no choice of mar.
kota.

‘I'he near market is the great one, and the dis-
tant one is the small one, [ yon desire evidsnce
that such is the case, | would beg you to look
only to the fact, that the conssmption of food
among the domestic manufucturers of iron and
cloth, and the domestic miners of lead and cosl,
and the domestic producers of machinery for
mining and manufactures, incraased in four or five
years, unfer the tarif of 1812, more than a huo-
dred millions of dollars, and would certainly, in
the last five years, have increased as much more;
wherean, under the tariflof 1816, it has diminished
st least ffty millions of Jol'ars, and yet the for-
eign masket is scarcely greater in amount than it
was twelva or twenty years since, as is here
shown, The

rice Ireludad, ln 1570 was. 817,505,227
ﬁ:r::: m riea locledad, 1o 1540 wae. . 19 067 575
Export of food, rics included, in 1845 was.. 27,701 121
Export ef fuod, ries Incloded, la 1531 was.. 20LUL3,000

The firat was a penod of high protection, whea
the domestic masgh was rapidly increaslng; the
second was that of the strictly revenus tarif of
twenty per cent. duties, when the dom=stic mar-
ket had almost disappeared ; the third was one of
migh protection, when mil's and furna:es were
everywhers being built; and the [ast is ona of
British fres trade, when mills and furnaces are be-
ing sold by the shenif. [n this period the popula-
tion had mearly deubled, and yst the export of
food is, as we see, butaboutard a third more than
it was twenty years since. )

Agein, adumitting the possibility that the foreign
market cou/d be increased, the question -fmld
urise, which is the best coel In reply to this, |
would beg you to remark, that every farmer under-
stands that he it is that p.ys the cost of trune-

ion. and therefore it is tnst he is 80 saxions
r:&::l::‘ndmd. You koow well that, in for-
@er times, wheu reads were bad, you sold your
wheat at twenty centa & busiel, although it was
then worth eighty or ninecy cents, of perhaps even
a dollar, in Philadelphiacr New-York. Since then

the modes of transportation hayve been improved,
aad the peice in Ohio is row but twalrs ot fifteea

it is that regulates the price in New-York1 lait [
ot the price that can Ls obtained for the trivial
quantity that musf go to Liverpool—" tha surplus™
as it is called? Do net prices go up in New- York
and Boston, Philadelphin and Pittsburgh, Ohio
and [linois, just as the markets of England riss or
tall 1 Is it not boasted in that country that ““ Mark-
Lane governs the world’s prices,” and is it not
true that such is the case? Certainly it is; and
yeot the whole quantity of our food that is ab-
sorbed by English demand does mot amount to
one per cend. of the quantity that is mised in the
country; anad it is for the sake of finding a market
for that one per cent. that you close the coal and
iron mines of Pennsylvenia, Ohio, Indiana, and
lilinois, and make yourselres dspandent on & for-
eign market for all your supplies of cloth and
iron. Be assured it would be more adranin-
geons to burn that food than to permit il to fix the
price of tha crop as noi if decs.

That such is the fact you can, | think, convince
yourself, ¥ you examine how it is that prices are
affected by @ mecessity for gong to a distance
either ta buy or to ecll. In some parts of the
country farmers huve been selling their potatoes
fer more than a dollar a bashel, for the reason
that the local demand waa greater than the local
supply, and thus a wecessily for going abread to
purchase five or ten per cent. of the quantity re-
quired for ¢ ption has ruised the price of
the whole to the level of the cost of the small
quantity peeded from a distance. In other quar-
ters potutoes quite as good might be purchased
for furty or fifty cents, for the reason that the
local supply was greater than the local demand ;
and thus a necessity for going abroad to sella |
amall proportion of the quantity produced, di-
wirishes the price of the whole erop to the level
of that which can Le obtained for * the surplus "
that musf go tothe distant market ; and this state
of things must continue with all thess potato-
growers, 8o long as they must xoly on two mar-
So ia it with the

as they must depend on the distant market for
bowever small a quantity of their products—so
long as they have not the power to choose betwren
the near ard the distant market—so long the |
price they can obtain in that distant market fora |
*eurplus’ that is most insignilicant in amount, |
and that does not equal one per cent. of the whola
crop, must govern the price of the whole, Makea
maiket on the [nnd for its products, acqnire power
to determine between the distant and the near
markets, and prices will rise to a level with thosa
of Loghish markets, lacrease the power of con-
sumpuion, snd thus makea market for a triling
quantity more than is raised, and prices will rise
to that degree which ia required for importing the
food of Canuda, or of Russia, I you desire to see
this proved in practice, let me beg of you to look
to what is now going on with regard to beef and
pork, the proguction of which dikninishes as your
people are more and more forsaking your State
and the adjoining ones, and flying to Oregon and
Californis.  Obio has not now as many hoge or
cattle as it had thres years since, and the conss-
quence i#, that the home production of pork and
beel hes fullen t) a level with the home demand,
and you have high prices, becanse you are much
less dependent on the distant market. Diminish
the supply and incrense the demand, and prices
will rise, L your dependence on the distant
market will still further diminish. Tha ohjsct of
the tariff of 1812 was that of producing power over
our own actions, and diminishiog our depeudence
on those of others; the otyect of that of 1816 is
that of diminishing our power and increasing our
depeadence.  The one tended to bring COnAnmp-
tion up to a level with production, with coastant
tendeney to improverment in the coadition of the
fmamer; the other tends to convert all our con-
suriers into producers, with constant tendoasy to
dete nioration of the condition of fu‘mn'r, planter,
lat orer, and mecharic; and that it does produce
that effect, is seen by the fuct, that although we
have added four or five willions to vur population,
we now consume a far less quantity of i/on aod
far less quantities of cotton and woolen goods
than we did five years since; and yet we then paid
in our products for all we consumed, and now we
go in debt for cotton and woulen goods, silks and
pon, at the rate probably of a hundred thowsand |
dollars per day. ‘

The olject of Britizh free trade is to prevent
the people of any purt of the world from exchang-
ing with euch other ¢ xcept through the ships and
the warehouszes, the mills und the furnaces of
Eng'snd. The people of India cannot exchange
with each other rice for cotton, without first send-
ing both to Manchest r; the consequence of which
4, that the preducer of rice gues nuked, and the
producer of colton perishes of famine—almost the |
whole of their products being eaten upin the cost
of transportation. The producer must support |
the widdlemen, and the more of them that thera
are to be paid, the poorer be must be. The
planter of Tennessee cannot exchange his cotton
with his neighbor of Ohio or Lilinois, for corn or
pork, without first sending both to Manchester;
and the consequence is, that he obtains hut one
bale of coarse cloth in exchange fur five bales of |
eotton, when he should have one bals for two,
He has too many middlemen to pay. You can- |
not exchange your products fur cloth, until after
both the cotton and the corn shall have travaled
thovsands of miles, that the latter may be passed
throvgh the stomach of an English artizan, who
would do twice as much work for the sams quan-
tily of fuod il he were breught to the neighbors
hocd of your farm. You receive lictls cloth for
your corn becatse you have too many middlemea
to pay.

The whole tendency of the policy of Eagland
is towsrd the subjugation of the firmers and
planters of the world. Bhe desires to buy cotton
cheap and sell cloth dear—to buy faod cheap and
to sell iron derr; snd she arcomplishes har object
wherever she has powrr, as ia seea in the utter
ruin of Ireland, lodia, Turkey, the West [ndicsand
Portugal—ihe favored lands of Manchester (rae
trade.

Having ¢xamined the condition of thess coun-
tries, | would pext bez you to look to the fact,
that Ruesin, whic' is daily insreasing in strength,
is & country in which the farmer is protected in
«furts to Lring the loom and the spade to the
v ds of tte plow and the harrow ; und that there
we find o moat rapid increase in the consumption
of cotton and other of the raw products of distant |
countries—that Belgium, the very paradise of
protection, is advancing in strenzth and wealth 1
with great rapidity—and that Germaay, siace the
adoption of protection in 1535, has increased her |
consumption of cotton more than three hundred |
per cent., and thet her people consumns more than
twice as much irom per hesad as they did when
thay had what was called fros trads, Fiftesn

|

|
!
|
|
|
|
|
|
1

i
|
|
i
|
|
|
|
|
|
1

. 5
years since, it was supposed that Gormany must
always have u large “su'plus” of wool to go to
Englied; and yet so rapidly has the domestis
manufacture increased, that the export has
almost ceased, and she is now a large importer of
other wools to mix with her own. Formarly,
riost of her wool and her food had te pass through
the ships and mills of England, because thers was
no power to choose betweea the near market and
the distant one, and the price of the whols crop
was fixed by that which could be obtained for the
quantity sent to the market of Leeds, minue fhe
cost of framsportation, Now she imports foreiga
wools, and the price at home of the whole cropia
determized by tae cost of obtaining the small
quantity needed from abroad ; and she now has &-
rect trade with all the world, because she com-
bines her food and her wool in the form of cloth,
in sccordance with the views of Adam Smith, the
father of real free trade, and the oppoment of whas
is now known as Manchestar free trade.

The nation that desires free t'ade mwef plase
itself ia a position to finish ite commodition 80 a8
to it them for consumption. It can thea have a
thousand outlets, whereas, when it doss Bot se
Lnish them, it must trade through the mediam of
the owners of the mills and steam-engines. Had
you no grist-mills in the West, you would be com-
pelled to make all your exchanges with consumens
at home and abroad through the mills of the Kast,
Ireland and Indin, Portugal and Turkey have lit-
tle or no machinery, and they are forced to per-
form all their exchanges through England; and
such was the case with ourselves until pretection
was adopted in 1828, At that time it would bave
been deemed the hight of absurdity to supposs
that we could ever supply other poople than our-
selves with cotton and food compressed into the
form of cotton cloth; and yet we are now large
exporters of cottone, and our exports of masu-
factured goods have risen to a level with our ex-
ports of vegetable food of all descriptions te all
parts of the world,* Wa see, thus, that” protee-
tion has producd with us the same effect that it
has produced in Germany—that is, it has reduced

| the price of manufactured goods po fur as t0 osa-

ble us to send them into foreign markets, Sevea-
teen years since, Germany sold her wool and
bought cloth, and the producers of the first ob-
tained low prices for the one, and gave high prices
for the other. Now she buys wool and sells oloth,
and her domestic producers of wool obtain high
prices for the one, while they obtain the other nt
low ones, Seventeen years since, the peopls of
Germapy obtained their hardware from Birming-
ham, for which thay paid, of courss, British prices
pins the cost of importation: now they masufas-
ture hardware, and they themselves are so

ly supplied, that they are enabled to sell it even im
Birmingham. Protection has, therefore, produced

| competition for the purchass of the raw produsts

of the earth, and lor the sale of menufuctured
ones, thus raising the prices of the one, and low-
ering those of the other; and it has done this in

| France, Belgium, Germany, and Russia, precisely

as it did in this country under the tanflof 1842 ;
and therefore it has been, and now is, that the
protected countries of the world increase ia
strepgth. DBritish free trade tends to destroy
competition for the purchuse of raw produce, and
to lower its prices, and equally to destroy compe-
tition for the sale of manoufactured articles, raie-
ing their prices, as we now ses to be the case with
jron as our furnaces are being closed ; and, there-
fore, it is that we see that all the free trade coun-
tries of the world diminish daily in strength and
the power of sell-protaction.

To determine what wa should do ourselves, it

may not be amiss to look around and ses what it
is that we should desire others to do. Russia
now makes & market at home for vast quantities
of fuod consumed by the people engaged in a vast
wariety of pursuite that are protected against
British competition. Wers sha to shaliah pre-
tection, her factories would be closed, and there
would be more food to go to England, and the
price of food would fall, ard you would suffer.
Yuu therefora would wish Russia to continue
protection. Were Germany to abolish protec-
tien, she would have more food and wool to sefl,
and prices would fall, to your disadvantage. I{
then, it is desirable to youn that Russia and Ger-
many should continue protection, is it not at least
probuble that you would be benefited by the adop-
tion of & system that would altogether relieve
you from the necessity for contending with the
Russian or Polish serfl for the constantly dimin-
ishing market of England! Havipg snswered to
yourself that question, | would thea bag you te
remark that the whole tendency of the Manches-
ter mystem is that of compelling you and all
brother agricnlturists of the wortld, to compete
with each other for the supplying of the one markel
that is left opon to you. You need compstitien
for the purchase of your products, and until you
can have it, prices must coatinue low,

It will, however, be said that protection tends
to compel you to sell at Lowsll and Providence
even if it relieves you from the necessity for going
to Manchester. Notso. Real and efficient pro-
tection tends to enable you to convert your food
inte iron made in your own neighhorhood. 1€
tends to esable your nnighbor of Indiana to mine
his coal, and apply it to the driving of spindies aad
looms employed in converting inte cloth the cot-
ton of Tennesses and Missiseippi, received in ox-
change for your pork and your beel, [t tonds to

| epable llincis to mine her coal, and apply it o

the working of her lead mines, that should yield
twenty pounds where now they yield but one.
It tends to enabla the people of Wisconsia and
Michigan to find a market in the vast copper and
iron region of Lake Superior. It tends to ensble
peopls to mise flax and hemp, who mow ruise
food ; and everywhere to make a local market for
Jfood, ard thus to relieve the farmer from the se-

| “cessity for going to either Lowell or Maachester.
| The present stata of things tends to destroy ali

the small manufacturers throughout the Usion,
and to render you more dependent on New-Eag-
land snd other of the Atlantic States. Al-
resdy the manufacture of cotton, Bouth and West
of New-Eogland, hus greatly decreased. The
iron manufacture of your State is almost at an
end, as is that of New-York and New-Eagland ;
aud you sre becoming daily more and more de-
pendent oa Pennsylvania for that commodity, as
you are becoming dependent on Massachuseits for
your eloth, The system tecds to maks the rich
richer and the poor poorer. ‘I'ha rich man meets
the storm, but the poor one is crushed, and thea
the rich man makes his profit, as is at this mo-
ment being done by the few rich iron-makers that
have survived until the destruction of home com-
petition has been followed by a rise in the forsign
price of iron greater than would have been needed
in the tariff, not only to have maintained but lo
have largely increased domestic production.
Next, the closing of your lead mines, and your
coal and iron mines, compels you to sead all your
food to the East, and thus you ruin the farmers of
Pennsylvania, Connecticut and Massachusetts,
who find a perpetual stream of food passing over
their heads, the price of all of which is fxed Ly
that which can be obtained for the trivial quaa-
tity that goes to Englasd. It ie time that you
farmers of the West should uaderstand that your
interests are all identical witls those of the fum-
ers of the East, and that both they and you proft

*F rparte of cottons, 180-81 .ovreaceassssnssnsers
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